
I Z71 

.. 
HELD WITH 

PLE"ASA~T GROVE CHlJRCH, TN LAMAR COl'NfY, TEXAS, 

On Saturday I•Pt• 1 fht lsf SalJbatk ·u " 1' J . d. 

HOUSTON: 

PllJNTED AT liE OFt'H OF THF. T•:x \~ RAPTJ~I IIERALD. 

1871. 

-------



MINUTES 

0)' THE 

HELD Wl'fU 

PLEA.SA.NT GROVE CHURCH, IN LA.MA.R COUNTY, TEXA.S, 

0" Saturday before the 1st Sabbath in September, 1871. 

-·~· .. --
Introductory Sermon delivered by Elder R. C. Buckner, 

on Saturday at 10 o'clock, A. M., from Isaiah, vi. 8. 
After which the house was called to order by Elder R. C. 

Buckner, former Moderator. 
Letters from the different churches presented by their del· 

egates as follows: 
Sylvan Academy.-Elder W. ~L Burke, J. H. L. Bray, N. 

Rutledge, G, C. Biels. 
Shamrock.-A. TholOpson, H. Duncan, C. C. Crittenden. 

Providence.-J. D.,Wimams. 
Paris.-D. Buckner, R. C. Buckner, A. P. Hatcher, J. Y. 

Snead. 
Center Point.--.W. E. C. Mayfield; 
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CQ~ord.-ElderT. W.,A..~derson,H.C.Hill, T. J. Wortham. 
Mt. Zion.-.D. Lenoo,., D. Latimer) Thomas Davis, John 

Wright. 
Frieud,ship, -Elder J. Fjnne.y, R. Ratliff, J. S. Aflll.litNODg1 

W. E. Ratliff. 
Pleasant GrQve,-Elder W. H. S. Perkins, J. W. Mwre, J . 

.R. Justiss, J. N. Daniel. 
Shiloh.-J. M. Wells, C. F. Hathaway, H. Wheeler. 
Hepzibah.-C. R. Bennett, J. H. Holt, H. White. 
Balem.-B. H~r'dison, J·. Upchurch, ElderS. H. Walker. 
lVew Hope.-Elder D. Wray, J. L. Gunter. 
Olarksville.-Elders N. Sansing, S. J. Anderson. 
New Bethel.-Samuel Booth. U..l-
Association was orga.nized by the ~faction of Elder R. C. 

Buckner, Moderator; Elder S. J. Anderson, Clerk; and A. 
P. Hatcher; Treasurer. 

On m6tion, adjourned for dinner. 

AFTE-RNOON SESSION. 

A880ciation convened by singing, and prayer by Elder P. 
W. Anderson. 

Upon a call for petitionary lette1·a, the fOllowing were pre· 
sented by their delegates, to-wili: 

North Sulphur.-H. G. Shanks, Goo. Pyland. 
Center Bpringa.-R. W. DrapeT, H. W. Townsend, R. DM· 

per, W. J. Anderson. 
SfAlrk~ille.-W. B. Barnes. . 
Cednr Elm.-M. Lock~, Ira Perkins, W. Harman. 
Sldphur Bluff.--R. W. BiHups, P. H. Taylor. 
Which ohW:Ches, with their qelegates, were received and 

the rightlhand of fellowship extended. 
Called for Oo.n>esponding M.e&sengel'J! from sister Asao

ciatiODJ~, wherenpon brethren A. H. White, R. P. Gardner, 
and.-- Perkins presented themselves from Sieter Grove 
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All8oaiatloll, were received (also, Bro. Wm. Justiss, from Sa· 
!em Assooiation,) and invited to seats in this Body. 

On motion, went into an election of Minister to preach a 
MiBBioha.ry Se:rmon on to-morrow (Sabbath) at 10 o'clock, A. 

M, Elder 8. J. Anderson elected. 
On motion, the following committees were appointed : 

On Divine &rvics.-Paator and Deacons of Pleasant Grove 
Church. 

To Write Oorresponding .Letter.-N. Sansing, W. E. Ratlifll, 
J. Wright. 

On Education and Denominational Schools.-J. H. L. Bray, 
T. H. Taylor 1\nd B. Hardison. 

On Ministerial Support,..-D. Buckner, R. W. Draper, D. 
L~:~nnox. 

On Pinance.-J. Y. Snead, T. J. Wortham, A. P. Hatcher. 
On Sabbath-&chools,.:_T, W. Anderw11,, D. Wray, J. Finney. 
On Home Missions.-S. J. Anderson, R. W. Billups, H. C. 

Hill. 
On Religious Books and Periodicals.-W. M. Burke, G. C. 

Biels, H. Townsend. 
On Temperance.-"-'W. M. Barke, R. W. lJillups, :B. Hardison. 

On motion, the Constitution of the Association was read. 
Oa ...motion, the Eighth Article of the Constitution was 

amended so as to read thus: " The Association shall at each 
meeting elect by ballot, a Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer, 
and shall appoint a Committee cdnsisting of one member 
from eaeh chureb, which committee shall constitute a "Mis
sionary Board," for the management of the business of the 
Association during the recess of its anpual meetings, three 
of which Board shall consti~ute a quo.ru\n. 

Committee on Divine Service appointed Bro. R. W. Billups 
to preach to-night (Saturday), and Bro. D. Buckner on Sab. 
bath at 3 o'clock, P.M. 

On motion, adjourned until Monday morning, 9 o'clock. 
Bro. R.:w. Billups preached Saturday.night from John, ~lv. 

6. 

• 
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SABBATH DAY EXERUISES. 

P~q.yer m~eting at 9 o'clock A.M., conducted 'by Bro. T. 
W. Anderson. 

Missionary sermon at 10 o'clock A.M., by Bro. S. J. An
derson, from the text, Mat. x. 8. Collection after sermon 
amounted to $58 70 specie, and $2 00 currency. 

Bro. D. Buckner preached at 2 o'clock P. M. from 2d Cor. 
vi. 1, 2. Brother. W. M. Burke at night, from Mark ix. 8. 

MoNDAY MoaNING, SEPl'. 4th. 

Motning session opened with singing and prayer by Bro. 
Wray. 

The Moderator being absent, Bro. Sansing called to the 
Chair p~o tem. 

On motion the roll was called and absentees noted. 
On motjon the regular order of business was suspended and 

committee &ppointed to nQminate members ot: the Executive 
Board, which resulted in the eleQtion of the follow.ing 
brethren: 

D. Buckner, T. J. WorthaJD, J. B. Upchurch, D. Wray, J. 
J. Sivley, J. F. Justiss, J. M. Wells, J. N. Dllniels, J. Finney, 
D. Lennox, J. D. Williams, W. E. C. Mayfield, Geo. Thomp
SOQ1 J. H. I;, .Jlray, A, L. Br~ine, M. Locl,ce, (J, Davis, H. W. 
Townsend, D. F. Richa,l'deol!, Samuel Booth, 

On motion the regul14l' order of business was resumed. 
Went into selection of minister to preach next Introducto

ry Sermon, which resulted in the election of R. W. Billups, 
and T. W. Anderson, alternate. 

Clarksville selected as the place for holding the next an
nual meeting. 

Apotnted: "Cm-r'@pdndlng M1eMongtrts" to sister Associa
tions as follows : 

Salem Association-Brothers W. H. C. Perkins1 Jesse 
Jus•is~ S. Booth, W. M . .Burke, D. Wray. 

Sister G.row. Associ~\on.-Brothers D. Buc:kq(;lr~ R. Maxey, 
and N. Sans\Qg, 

Rehoboth .A.ssQQiation-.;R. W. :Billups, T. H. T~ylqr. 
General .Assaci((tion-D. Buckner, R. C. Buckner, N. Sans

ing, R. Maxey, R. W. Billups, S. J. AnderE~on. 
Report of Committee on Correspondence read, amended, 

and adopted. 

REPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE. 

Your Committee on Correspondence beg leave to report : 
That we ever rejoice to welcome, within our midst, brethren of sister 

Associationa; that we would urge a more general correspondence, in 
order that we may more frequently sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ Jejl(ls-l~arni~g of each Qthar, advi~ing with each othl)r, on the 
important subject of Missions; and that we may rejoice together on ac
count of th.e advancement of the dear Redeemer's kingdom, withm our 
midst. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
N. 8..t.ws1J.'G, Chairman. 

Report of Committee on Education and Denominational 
Schools read and adopted. 

REPORT ON EDUCATION AND DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOLS. 

Your committee would recommend to your favorable consideration 
the following : 

That it is our duty to use every means with which God has blessed ns, 
for the advancement of His cause, therefore 

Resoln•d, That we recommend to the favorable conl!ideration of the 
brethten of this Association, Baylor aud Waco Universities. 

Rl!.'lolviJfl, That the Executive Board be instructed to lay before the 
various churches their duty of raising funds for the purpose of assisting 
candidates for the ministry in obtaining an education. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. H. r •. BRAY, C!h~irman. 



Il·port , 
adopted. 

Min pport read and 

REPORT ON MINISTERIAL SUPPORT. 

Your committee t-o whom was referred the duty of writin~ on Minis· 
terial Support, beg leave to report the following: 

We are truly so:-row that it becomes necessary to write or Ray anything 
on this subject. We would, however, endeavor to stir up the pure minds 
of the brethren, by way of remembrance, for we regard this subject as 
plainly taught in the Bible, as the immortality of the soul, "They that 
preach the gospel shall live of the gospel.'' No government would send 
a minister out on any duty without compensating him for his labors. Is 
it possible that the world deals more justly with their servants than the 
church with hers? Ministers of the Gospel are the servants of the church 
sent forth by them as ambassadors for ChriRt, and should therefore be 
sustained in proportion to .the amount of labor that tbey perform in the 
Lord's vineyard. Shall ministers minister to us in spiritual things and 
not receive our carnal things? No, never. A.s the priests under the 
law lived on the things of the Temple ; so ministers under the gospel 
should live on the :iree donations of their hearers. If churches would 
support their pastors so that they could give themselves wholly to the 
wotli:, they would be more spiritually minded themselves, consequently 
their labors would be more abundantly blessed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
D. Bumnom, Chainnan. 

Repor~ of Committee on Sabbath-schools read and adopted. 

REPORT ON SA.BBA.TH-SCHOOLS. 

Your Committee on Sabbath·schools beg leave to report, that we be
lieve this is a divine institutron, and is blessed by God to t.he increase of 
his cause upon earth. The signal blessings attending it assure us of the 
fact that it is the imperative duty of every church to establish a Sabbath· 
school of its own, and that each member is bound by the law of love to 
his neighbor to engage in some way in promoting its success. We are 
respoiU!ible in a great degree for the faith and practice of the rising gen· 
eration, hence the great necessitY. of using all the means for proper and 
thOTOUJ;h scriptural instruction. 

Respectfully submitted, 

T. W. A.N»ERSON, Chairman. 
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!Wport of Committee on Religious Book.Ji and Perivdica.b 
read and nfiopted. 

REPORT ON RELIGIOUS BOOKS AND PERIODICALS. 

Your Committee on Religious Books and Periodicals beg leave to 
refier your body to the report of last year, which we again recommend. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. M. Buax:E, Chairtnan. 

RepQft of Committee on Temperance read and adopted. 

REPORT ON TEMPER,ANCE. 

Your committee, to whom was referred the subjec:t of Temperance, 
report: 

The cause of Tell)peralliCe il:l one which lies near and dear to the heart 
of :eveey true Christian. There is no sin, so prolific of eYil, as intern
paranee. We regard tile manufacture, sale or use of alcoholic stimu
lants, as a beverage, as wholly inconsistent with and oppo~ed to the 
purity and spirit which should characterize the child of God. Therefore, 
we do most ea.rnes;Jy recommend : 

lat. That we, as Baptists, do record our most unqualified disapproba
tion of the manufacture, sale or use, as a beverage, of a.ny thing that can 
intoxicate, by any of our members. 

2d. That we think every laudable means should be used to prevent 
their manufacture, sale or use in our midst. 

3d. That we should encourage and bid God-speed to every means, 
having for its object, the uprooting and overthrow of the Demon Intem
perance, and that every church should be a strict Temperance organization. 

Respectfully submit~ed, 
W. M. BuB.~~<B 1 Clw:irman. 

Report of Committee on Finance read and adopted. 

RECAP!TUL.I.TION OF .THE REPOBT OF COl\IMITTEE ON FINANCE. 

Received for printing minutes .............................................. $50 55 
'' From Treasurer ......................................... ,............. 17 50 
" For missionary purposes.................................. ...... 13 00 
" Public collection Sunday ...................................... _ 60 60 
'' Subscription {unpaid)............................................. 3 00 

Total .. .. ................... , ....................... ......... $1(4 66 
J y, un, Oltatrman. 



Received from the Finance Committee the severa,l sums Bpecilied in 
the above report, September 4, 1871. 

A. P. H.ucuEK, :f.ll'ea&urer. 

On motion adjou\'ned for dinGer. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Association met, and after reading a portion of Scriptures 
by the Moderator, Bro. Perkins led in prayer. 

On motion the Report of the Executive Board was called 
for, read and adopted. 

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

Your Board met soon after the adjournment of the Association last 
September, and appointed J. D. Chambers missionary to Delta county, 
paying him $25 00 specie in advance, he agreeing to take the field for 
the balance of his support. He was instructed by the Board to act in 
the capacity of collecting agent liB well as missionary. 
1rt. We also appointed S. J. Anderson missionary and agent for the entire 
territory of the Association except Delta county, and paid him $75 00 
specie. He was to receive six hundred dollars, depending on the 
pledges of Clarksville, Concord and other churches, together with such 
other funds as he might be able to collect on the field. 

What their success has been in collecting we know not. We refer you 
to the reports of the missionaries, for all information respecting their 
work, and suggest that a synopsib of their reports be appended to thia 
report. 

We held ourselves in readiness at all times to meet, in case of dissatis
faction or resignation of missionaries, to do any business required of us. 
We rejoice to know that more has been done in the missionary work 
within our bounds than any year since the close of the late war. Let us 
persevere and not waste time on experiments. Something must be done 
to raise money for the work. We could profitably have expended more 
than $1000 in the past year, but had not the money. 

We had on hand at the commencement of the year, $119 20. Paid 
S. J. Anderson $75 00, October 81, 1870; also paid J. D. Chambers 
$25 00; paid S. J. Anderson, September 41 1871, $9 60; pa1d J. D. 
Chambers, September 4, 18711 $9 60; leaving nothing in the treasury. 

Respectfully submitted, 
R. C. BucKN&R,:Chairman. 
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On motion the Reports of the Missionaries was called for, 
read and adopte'd'. 

Condensed report M tiirssionary labor performed by Elder J. D. 
Chambers during the year ending August, 1871: 

Churches constituted, 2; number received, not stated; miles traveled, 
3,500; preached sermons, 10Q1 besides Sabbath-school addresses, _&c. ; 
sold Bibles and Testaq;Hjll}ts, 30; distributed trllcts, 1,500. All leisure 
time spent in pastorai visiting. Received from the Executive Board, 
$34 60; ~eceived from the field, $10 1\0; receivE>d in pledges, about 
$250 00. 

Rllport of missionary labor perCorftled hy S. J. Anderson: 
Constitfl'ted three chnt'clies, ordained two deaco~ tre.veled 2757 uliles, 

preached 148 sermons, baptized 61; witnessed ba.pti!!llls, in oonnection 
with my labors, •13; received by letter and relation, 40 ; total number 
received in connection with our labors, 114! witnessed about 60 profes· 
sions. Received from the Board, October 31, 1870, $75 00; collected 
from field', $88 55; received trom Board, S&ptemher 4, 1871, $82 llO ; 

total amollnt, $241 15. 

HOME MISSIONS. 

Your committee to whom was referreli the subjeot of Home Mi,ssions., 
repott: That from per8ilrml obsenatio~, ':"e find ~reat destitution ?f th~. 
Gospel within the bound& of our Ae!!Ocl&t.IOn1 whiCh is to us a subJect ?t 
alarm and deep humiliati<tn. The destitute (Bnil God appears to us.m 
the person of the needy) are ~tretcbing forth their hands to us, and l'llis
ing their v6lces, ealhng for the gospel. Tbe qu~l!~ou ~ises; shall we 
wliose minds e.nd hearts are lighted up by the DlVIIMl mfluences of the 
G'ospel of' Peace to them the •• Lamp o£ Light'' deny? " Ye are the 
Light of the W o;ld." Light-the effect o: the Gospel._ Let y'our light 
shine &c. How can we so effectually do this1 as by sendmg the gospel
the etflcient cause of that light-t(} those who sit in darkness. " Fox 
h01V can thet believe on Him of whom they have not heard i and hoJV 
can they hear without a preao!Jet. ; and how can he :preal.lb Ullept hA be 
sent" and how can we !fend him without the means of support? God's 
pian~ are petfect. His law ispllrfect-t.IWre£o~o His chutch,. founded in 
his Divine plan and law, is perfuot in organuun &IId pnrpos11 ; conse
qlienUy tbe law of Christ points out to her (th~ chl\l'ch). t~e w~y and 
means of ~e!torming every duty. The Apo.,.le, 1st _Ct>r. ~¥1. 1, 2,.laya 
dd*n tbe rule in the obEervanee ~f which, the desned m~;aus v.nll be 
seeured, and He will bless us, in blessing oth~n- "Now OQJJC~Z\ing the 
collection for the saints, as I have given ru-der to the clil!rches of Gala-
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tia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week, let every one of you, 
lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gath· 
P.ring when I come.'· In the judgment of your committee, the field to 
be occupied will require the undivided labors of four or five active, effi· 
cient missionaries ; and as the harvest is not only f'ipe, but abundant, an<! 
the LABORERS few, your committee would recommenu, 

1st. That our churches be l'equested to set apart the first Saturday in 
October ooxt as a day of fasting and prayer to the Lord of the universe 
to send forth laborers in the field. 

2d. That all our ministers at once urge upon their l'espective chsrches 
the duties and importan~ of the missionary work and the responsibility 
resting upon them. 

3d. That e~ch of our members be requested to set apart the sum of 
five cents per week (or more as God has prospered them) for the 
support of Home Missions, which amounts are to be f!aid in four in· 
stallments, to· wit: OctobeJ: let, January J st, April 1st, and July 1st. 

4th. That the member of the MisAionary Board, of each church be re· 
quired to act as agent for the Board, for tht. collection and forwarding 
of all contributions under this head to the Treasurer of said Board. 

Respectfulfy submitted, 
S. J. ANDERSON, Chairman. 

On motion the Clerk was instructed to have printed 400 
copies of the minutes of this Association, wherever he can 
have it done cheapest. 

The resolution of Bro. Sansing, appropriating the mission
ary money to last year's missionary, adopted. 

Resolved, That the Executive Board be instructed to pay over all the 
money now in their hands to our missionary, Bro. S. J. Anderson, re· 
serving a sufficiency to pay tor printing our minutes. 

Vote of thanks tendered the brethren and friends around 
Pleasant Grove church. 

Resolved, That we tender our thanks to the brethren and citizens of 
thie communitv, for the kind hospitality extended to us. 

On motion the Treasurer was ordered to turn the mission
ary money over to the Executive Board, and the money for 
the minut£1s over to the Clerk. 

, 
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Resolution offered by S. J. Anderson, respecting mission
ary labors, adopted. 

Resolved, That the ministers of this Asmciation be requested to preach 
a missionary sermon to their various churches, and at the same time 
take up collection for domestic missions, and report to the Executive 
Board at their meeting at Sylvan Academy, on Saturday before the 6th 
Sabbath in October next. 

On motion adjourned to meet with the church in Clarks
ville on Saturday before the first Sabbath in September, 1872. 

R. C. BUCKNER, Moderator. 
S. J. ANDERsoN, Clerk. 


